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Unstable thermoacoustic modes were investigated and controlled in an experimental low-emission swirl-
stabilized combustor. Axisymmetric and helical unstable modes were identi� ed for fully premixed combustion.
The spatial location of intense combustion regions associated with the different unstable modes was visualized by
phase-locked images of OH chemiluminescence. The axisymmetricmode showed large variation of the heat release
during one cycle, whereas the helical modes showed circumferential variations in the location of maximal heat
release. An acoustic closed-loop proportional active control system was employed to suppress the thermoacoustic
pressure oscillations and to reduce NOx emissions. Microphone sensors were utilized to monitor the combustion
process and provide input to the control system. Acoustic actuation was utilized to modulate the air� ow and affect
the mixing process and the combustion processes. Equivalence ratio modulationswere not employed in the present
controller. Suppression in the pressure oscillation levels of over 12 dB, and a concomitant 10% reduction of NOx

emissions were achieved using an acoustic power of less than 0.002% of the combustion power. The proportional
controller was superior to a phase lag controller that yielded a maximum suppression of 4 dB at the same level of
acoustic power. At the optimal control conditions it was shown that the major effect of the control system was to
reduce the coherence of the vortical structures, which gave rise to the thermoacoustic instability.

Introduction

L ARGE-SCALE coherent structures play an important role in
combustionand heat-releaseprocessesby controllingthe mix-

ing between fuel and air in diffusion � ame con� gurations and the
mixing between the fresh fuel/air mixture and hot combustionprod-
ucts and fresh air in premixed combustors. The evolution of these
structures in nonreacting � ows was extensively studied in mixing
layers,1;2 jets,3;4 and � ows over backward-facing steps.5 However,
studies of large structures in swirling � ows are scarce.Unlike large-
scale structures in nonswirling � ows, which are predominantly ax-
isymmetric, swirl enhances azimuthal unstable modes. Interaction
between large-scale structures that are related to � ow instabilities,
acoustic resonant modes in the combustion chamber, and the heat-
release process has been shown to cause undesired thermoacoustic
instabilities in combustors.6 The effect of swirl on the longitudinal
and azimuthalinstabilitymodes and the way it modi� es the combus-
tion process leading to thermoacoustic instabilities requires further
investigation.

Realizing the importance of large-scale structures as potential
drivers of combustion instabilities, researchers developed passive
and active methods to control instabilitiesby modifying the vortical
structuresin the � ow.7¡9 Mostof thesecontrolmethodswere applied
to bluff-body-stabilizedcombustorsand dump combustors in which
the � ow recirculation is used to stabilize the � ame. Various passive
and active control strategies have been used to suppress thermoa-
coustic instabilities resulting from coupling between the heat and
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pressureoscillationsin thesecombustors(Rayleighcriterion10). One
example for passive control strategy was to use noncircular geo-
metries to enhance small-scale mixing, reduce the coherence of
large-scale vortices, and generate axial vorticity. Another example
for active control strategy was to utilize fuel modulationsand phase
shiftingto decouple the pressureand heat-releasecycles.Other con-
trol strategies have also investigated improving fuel ef� ciency and
reducing pollutants11 and extending � ammability limits.12

Swirl stabilization is utilized in combustion systems such as gas
turbines,which also exhibit combustion instabilities.Rational mod-
i� cationof large-scalevortices is important to control swirl-induced
instability and reduce emissions. Control of swirling � ows requires
understanding of the vortical structure in this type of � ow and the
effect of forcing on the structure. Paschereit et al.13¡18 investigated
instability modes in an experimental low-emission swirl-stabilized
combustor and used acoustical control methods. Two operating
modes were studied including a partially premixed and a premixed
combustion. The partially premixed diffusion � ame was tuned to
unstable operation with two destabilized modes: axisymmetric and
helical. The premixed instability mode, which was obtained by ad-
justing the acoustic boundary conditions, was predominantly ax-
isymmetric.Pressure� uctuationswere detectedonly for theaxisym-
metric modes, but heat-release � uctuations, which were measured
by OH chemiluminescent emission,19 indicated dual-mode behav-
ior. A closed-loop active control system was employed to suppress
combustion instabilities and to reduce emissions at various operat-
ing conditions.

The thermoacoustic instability control work was extended to in-
clude a more practical (compared to acoustic excitation)fuel modu-
lation strategy.20 Symmetric and antisymmetricfuel pulsationswere
used to control symmetric and helical instabilitymodes. The modu-
lated fuel injection was shown to effectively suppress pressure and
heat-release oscillationsand reduce emissions.

In the present work, instability modes in an experimental
low-emission swirl-stabilized combustor were investigated and
controlled using acoustic actuators. Unlike the previously used
phase-lock/phase-shift (PLPS) controller, a proportional closed-
loop active control system was employed to suppress combustion
instabilitiesand to reduceemissionsat variousoperatingconditions.
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Fig. 1 Experimental arrangement of the combustor.

The controller utilized a digital signal-processingunit to feed back
the original pressure pulsation signal after a predetermined phase
shift to drive the loudspeakers. The effect of the control system on
the structure of the unstable modes and combustor performance is
reported.

Experimental Setup
Combustion Facility

The combustion facility is shown in Fig. 1. The atmospheric test
rig consists of a plenum chamber upstream of the swirl-inducing
burner and a combustion chamber downstream of the burner. The
plenum chamber contains perforated plates to modify the turbu-
lence level of the � ow. The circular combustionchamber consistsof
air-cooled double-wall quartz glass to provide full visual access to
the � ame. The exhaust system is an air-cooled tube with the same
cross-section as the combustion chamber to avoid acoustic re� ec-
tions at area discontinuities. The acoustic boundary conditions of
the exhaust system could be adjustedby placing in the exhaust tube
ori� ce plates with various opening diameter, from almost anechoic
(re� ection coef� cient jr j < 0:15) to open-end re� ection. To deter-
mine the acoustic characteristicsof the burner nozzle/� ame, the up-
and downstream propagating waves f and g (Riemann invariants)
have to be determined.15 Acoustic properties such as impedance
Z D p=u or the acoustic re� ection coef� cient r D g= f can then be
calculated from the measured Riemann invariants.

An experimental swirl-stabilized premixed burner was used in
the experiments. Natural gas was injected into the swirling vanes
to ensure homogeneous mixing of air and fuel. The burner was op-
erated at a Reynolds number of Re D 8 £ 104, a swirl number of
S D 0.7, and a combustor length to diameter ratio L=D D 4:5. The
� ame was stabilized in the recirculation regions near the burner
outlet. As shown in Fig. 1, the � ow� eld produced by the swirling
� ow resembledan annular jet with a central recirculatingregion and
a circumferential recirculation region behind the backward-facing
step.14 Controlled excitation of the burner � ow was accomplished
by a circumferential array of four loudspeakers equally spaced in
polar angle and located upstream from the burner at a distance of
x D 2:4D upstream of the dump plane. The acoustic power used to
achieve control was less than 0.002% of the combustion power. For
axisymmetric disturbances the loudspeakers were operated at zero
phase difference. Pressure � uctuations were measured using Brüel
andKjær water-cooled 1

4 -in. condensermicrophoneswith frequency
rangeof up to 100 kHz.Time varyingheat-releasewas recordedwith
two bandpass-�ltered � ber-opticprobeswith a lower and highercut-
off wavelengthof 290 and 390 nm to detect OH radiation.The emis-
sion spectrumwithin thiswindowincludesalso intermediatespecies
such as NO, NH, and CN, but at a level that is about an orderof mag-
nitudelower.21 The circular� eldof viewof theprobeshada diameter
of 10 mm at the � ame position. The probe was coupled with a pho-
tomultiplier yielding a maximum frequency response of 10.7 kHz.

Control and Visualization Systems

A schematic diagram of the closed-loop control system is given
in Fig. 1. Pressure sensors microphones were utilized to monitor
the combustion process and provide input to the control system.
The signal of the microphone was digitally delayed and ampli� ed
before being fed back to drive the loudspeakers through an audio
ampli� er. This proportionalcontrollerwas different than previously
employed PLPS controller in which the narrowband-� ltered micro-
phone signal was used as a trigger to produce a sine wave at the
dominant frequency and at a predetermined phase delay relative to
the trigger signal, to drive the loudspeakers.Acoustic actuation was
utilizedto modulate theair� ow enteringthe swirl-generatingburner.
Phase-lockedpicturesof the � ame were obtainedusingan ampli� ed
(microchannel plate) Charge-Coupled Device (CCD) camera with
an exposuretime of 20 ¹s. The camera was triggeredby the pressure
signals that were bandpass-� ltered at the instability frequency and
phase shifted. The images were � ltered using a bandpass � lter with
low and high cutoff wavelengths of 290 and 390 nm, respectively,
to visualize OH concentration. The phase-locked exposures were
then averaged over 64 events, representing the coherent features
of the � ame structure. The operating conditions of the burner have
been maintained by analyzing the exhaust gas composition using
a physical gas analysis system. CO and CO2 have been analyzed
by using nondispersiveinfrared spectroscopy.The nitric oxides NO
and NO2 , combined in NOx, have been detected with a chemilumi-
nescence analyzer. The measured emissions were corrected to 15%
oxygen basis. The detection of the remaining O2 in the exhaust gas
was made utilizing the paramagnetic properties of oxygen in the
analyzing device.

Results and Discussion
Structure of Combustion Instabilities

Naturally occuring low-level axisymmetric and helical thermo-
acoustic instability modes were ampli� ed by adjusting the acoustic
boundary conditions of the combustor for various power outputs
and equivalence ratios. The instability modes, in the present ex-
periment, were related to combustion within large-scale structures,
which were excited in the combustion chamber as a result of inter-
action between � ow instabilities and the acoustic resonant modes
of the combustor as determined by the combustion chamber acous-
tic boundary conditions.13 Additional source of instabilities,which
can be dominant in combustion processes, are equivalence ratio
modulations.22 The instabilitiesassociatedwith the premixed mode
of operation were at normalized frequencies St D f D= NU D 0:58
and at St D 1:16, where f is the instability frequency, D the burner
diameter, and NU the burner’s average exit velocity. The different
instability modes were visualized using an ampli� ed and � ltered
CCD camera that was triggered at different phase angles relative to
the instabilitypressure signal.Using this technique,phase-averaged
OH images were obtained for different thermoacoustic instabilities.
In a previouspublication16 the � ame structure was visualizedin the
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Fig. 2 Phase-averaged visualization of the low-frequency axisymmet-
ric instability (St = 0.58) during one instabilitycycle. Cross-hatched area
indicates � ame zone.

x–r plane, exhibiting the longitudinal and radial variation during a
cycle of instability.For the axisymmetricunstablemode OH chemi-
luminescenceshowed variation of the heat release during a cycle of
instability,while maintaining axisymmetric structure. In the helical
mode the total heat release did not vary during a cycle, but the loca-
tion of heat release varied circumferentially.The spatial integration
of heat release did not vary during a cycle, and as predicted for such
case by the Rayleigh criterion the correspondingacousticmode was
not excited.

The � ame was visualized from the back end of the combustor
yielding an integrated cross-sectional cut. The axisymmetric St D
0:58 instability is shown in Fig. 2 at phase angles between 0 and
300 deg every 60 deg, for a normalized air excess ratio of ¸=¸n D 1,
in premixed operation. ¸n is the nominal inverse equivalence ratio
(¸n D 1=Án , where Án is the nominal equivalenceratio), which is the
optimal lean premixed operating condition of the combustor. The
images were � lteredusing a bandpass� lter at 290 nm < ¸ < 390 nm
and show the OH emission of the � ame indicating the combustion
zones. The variable heat release during the cycle is evident from
the images. The lowest heat release, indicated by low value of OH
intensity, was measured at phase angles of 240–300 deg, whereas
the highest level was measured at 60–120 deg. In addition to the ax-
isymmetric mode, a helical unstablemode was measured at a higher
frequency (St D 1:16) at an air excess ratio of ¸=¸n D 1:1 (Fig. 3).
The images are similar to those shown in Fig. 2. Areas of high con-
centration of OH were outlined for clarity. The high OH intensity
moved circumferentially,completingone instabilitycycle,as shown
by the images that are presentedat the differentphase angles. These
observations con� rm the earlier conclusions regarding the differ-
ent nature of the axisymmetric and helical unstable modes, that is,
axisymmetric heat-release temporal variation during an instability
cycle vs circumferential spatial variation of heat release for helical
instability mode.

Combustion Control

Pressure and OH Oscillations

A closed-loopproportionalfeedbackcontrolsystemwas designed
to reduce the coherenceof the large-scalestructuresthus to suppress
the level of pressure oscillations caused by combustion instability.
Speakers were installed at the upstream end of the experimental
setup at a distance of x D 2:4D upstream of the dump plane, pro-
viding excitation of the central and circumferential shear layers of
the annular jet exiting the burner (Fig. 1). The control system was
based on a microphone that monitored pressure � uctuations in the
combustor as a result of the acoustic resonanceof the chamber. The
feedback loop consisted of a digital signal processing unit that fed
the originalmicrophonesignalback to the speakersafter a predeter-

Fig. 3 Phase-averaged visualization of the low-frequency helical in-
stability (St = 1.16) during one instability cycle. Cross-hatched area
indicates � ame zone.

Fig. 4 Normalized energy of the pressure and OH oscillations for var-
ious control phase angles.

mined delay and ampli� cation. The phase shift between the micro-
phone signal and the speakers driving signal was varied over a full
instabilitycycle.The effect on the pressure� uctuationsamplitudeat
the instabilityfrequencywas recorded.The level of OH � uctuations
in the shear layer at an axial distance of x=D D 0:5 was simultane-
ously recorded. The variation of the pressure and OH oscillations
as a function of the relative phase between the microphone (sensor)
and speakers (actuators) is shown in Fig. 4 for the axisymmetric un-
stable mode at St D 0:58. The controlledbehavior is comparedwith
the straight horizontal line that depicts the baseline pressure and
OH � uctuations levels when the controller is not operating. Max-
imum suppression was obtained at a phase difference of 60 deg,
whereas maximum destabilizationof the combustion was observed
at 270 deg. At the optimal phaseangle the instabilitywas suppressed
by over 12 dB, and the maximum ampli� cation was 1.4 dB. This
large differencebetween the suppressionand ampli� cation levels is
an indication of the high degree of coherence of the uncontrolled
combustion structures, whose regularity could not be enhanced to
a higher level by in-phase forcing. The high suppression level is a
signi� cant improvement relative to previous results of 4.2 dB sup-
pression obtained with a PLPS controller as shown in the � gure
for comparison. The optimal phase shift of the PLPS controller
was different than that of the proportional controller because of the
difference in the convective time delays and phase shifts that were
introducedby the controlcircuits in the two systems.Figure 5 shows
a comparison between the uncontrolled pressure spectrum and the
spectra of the reduced level pressure oscillations for the PLPS and
proportional controllers for operation at the correspondingoptimal
phase shiftwith pressuremonitoring.The PLPS controllerproduced
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Fig. 5 Normalized power spectra of the pressure oscillations at the
instability frequency comparingno control with PLPS and proportional
control.

a sinusoidal signal to drive the speaker at a predetermined phase
angle relative to the microphone signal.16 In that case the driving
signal was at a single frequency, matching the average instability
frequency. The PLPS controller achieved a maximum suppression
of less than 4 dB at the same conditions. Ampli� cation level at the
off-design conditionswas similar to the present results. The advan-
tage of the present controller over the PLPS controller is in the fact
that the input signal is based on the instability signal itself. Thus,
the spectralenergy distributionas well as the phase informationrep-
resents the physical behavior of the system at all times. The PLPS
controller uses an arti� cially generated signal at a � xed frequency,
which represents the average, most energetic mode but whose fre-
quency content, amplitude, and phase are not following accurately
the real variationsof the instability signal as conditions in the com-
bustor vary. The proportional controller can follow continuously a
broad variable instability and react to small changes in frequency
and phase, so that the control signal can be modi� ed accordingly.A
control signal that is synthesizedbased on time-averagedfrequency
will intermittentlybe the correct signal.Also, as the amplitudeof the
instability is reduced by the controller the control signal is reduced
proportionallyand does not cause further destabilizationby contin-
uing to drive the actuator at a large amplitudeeven after suppression
is achieved, as the PLPS controller does.

The variationof the OH oscillationsfor the differentphase angles
of microphone-based control were measured and shown in Fig. 4.
Thesemeasurementsare indicativeof theeffectof thecontrolsystem
on the � ow structure. The maximal suppression of the OH oscilla-
tions was obtained in the range of 30–60 deg. The OH � uctuations
were reduced by over 12 dB indicating that the large-scale struc-
tures had lost their coherence. This reduction in coherence is also
supportedby evidenceshown later in Figs. 10 and 11. For compari-
son, the PLPS controller yielded 3-dB reduction in OH � uctuations
at the optimal phase. At the range of 0–100 deg, which yielded
the largest suppression of OH � uctuations, secondary heat-release
oscillations at St D 0:92 were observed. However, their maximum
level never exceeded 60% of the original level of the St D 0:58 in-
stability, and pressureoscillationswere not excited at this frequency
because it did not couple with any acoustic mode in the combus-
tor. The appearance of the secondary heat-release � uctuations was
a result of ampli� cation of secondary natural modes in the � ow at
frequencies,whichare destabilizedby the same phase that stabilized
the main instability because the optimal suppressionphase changes
with frequency. The amplitude of OH � uctuations was increased at
180 deg off the optimal phase angle, indicating enhancementof the
combustion in the large-scale coherent structures.

The ampli� cation (gain setting) of the control signal was varied
to study its effect on the reduction of pressure and OH oscillations
at the optimal phase of 50 deg. The results in Fig. 6 show that the
energy of both the pressure and OH � uctuations decreased propor-
tionally to the gain, reaching a negligible level at maximum gain.
The � gure also shows the destabilizationof a secondaryheat release
mode at St D 0:92 with increasedgain without exciting the pressure
pulsations at this frequency.

The ef� ciency of the control system was determined in a range
of combustor equivalenceratios, using the optimal phase of 50 deg

Fig. 6 Energy of the pressure and OH � uctuations as a function of
forcing amplitude.

Fig. 7 Amplitude of the pressure and OH � uctuations as a function of
air excess ratio.

and a maximumgain level (Fig. 7). The equivalenceratio was varied
by changing the fuel mass � ow rate while maintaining the air� ow
rate constant.The optimal phase did not vary with equivalenceratio
but did vary with power as discussed later. Reduction in pressure
and OH oscillations were observed in an air excess ratio range of
0:98 < ¸=¸n < 1:17. The level of the uncontrolledpressure oscilla-
tions increased for leaner fuel/air mixtures. The level of the con-
trolled pressure oscillations was also dependent on the fuel-to-air
ratio so that the relative suppression levels remained unchanged as
the lean blowout limit was approached at a normalized air-to-fuel
ratio of 1.125. The uncontrolledOH � uctuations were strongly de-
pendent on the fuel-to-air ratio. As the mixture became leaner, their
level was reduced as a result of a shift in the combustion zone rel-
ative to the stationary OH probe. The controlled OH � uctuations
were independent of the air excess ratio; thus, the apparent reduc-
tion level decreasedat higher ¸ ratio. Simultaneously,the instability
at St D 0:92 increased to a slightly higher degree at the low ¸ com-
pared to a small effect at the high ¸ (Fig. 7).

The proportional controller was also evaluated at a combustor
output power increase of 10% relative to Fig. 4, associated with an
increase of the mass � ow rate through the combustor. The varia-
tion of the pressure and OH oscillationsas a function of the relative
phase is shown in Fig. 8 for the axisymmetric unstable mode at
St D 0:58. The range of phase shift for which suppression was ob-
tainedchangedslightlyrelative to the lower power case as a result of
the change in the � ow velocity.Maximumsuppressionwas obtained
at a phase difference of 20 deg, whereas maximum destabilization
of the combustion was observed at 240 deg. The gain used in the
tests was the same as for the low power tests. At the optimal phase
angle the pressure instability was suppressed by over 10 dB, and
the maximum ampli� cation was 0.5 dB. The OH � uctuations were
reduced by nearly 10 dB indicating that the large-scale structures
lost their coherence. Very slight increase in OH � uctuations was
measured at off-design conditions.At a range of 30–60 deg, which
yielded the largest suppressionofOH � uctuations,the secondaryin-
stability at St D 0:92 was excited. In this case its level exceeded that
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Fig. 8 Normalized energy of the pressure and OH oscillations for var-
ious control phase angles.

Fig. 9 Relativephaseof radialOH cross correlations,withoutand with
control.

of the original level of the St D 0:58 instability in a narrow phase
band between 10 and 30 deg. However, the pressure � uctuations at
St D 0:92 were small in the entire range of phase angles.

Effect of Control on Combustion Structure

The structure of the reacting vortices inside the combustor was
assessed from radial cross-correlation measurement between two
� ltered OH chemiluminescence � ber-optic probes. For the radial
cross-correlationmeasurements one of the OH sensors was station-
ary in the upper shear-layerat an axial distance x=D D 0:5 from the
dump plane,while the other one was traversingthe combustionzone
radially at the same axial distance. The axial distance of one-half
burner diameter was chosen because it allowed high signal-to-noise
ratio of the OH � uctuations in the middle of the reacting vortical
� ame zone.13 The second probe was moving radially starting from
the stationaryprobe (1R=D D 0) until it reachedthe oppositeshear-
layer. The measurementswere performed for two unstable Strouhal
numbers, St D 0:58 (axisymmetric instability) and St D 1:16 (heli-
cal instability).The coherence function, the amplitude of the radial
cross correlation,and the relativephase were measured at increased
spacing 1R between the two probes. The coherence function de-
� ned as the cross-spectraldensity of two signals of interest normal-
ized by the individualpower spectraldensities.It givesa quantitative
measure of the strength of the correlation between the two signals.
In the presentcase, high coherenceindicatesthe presenceof a coher-
ent vortical structure in the reaction zone. The relative phase angle
between the two OH signals is plotted as a function of 1R=D in
Fig. 9. The self-excitedinstabilitiesat St D 1:16 underwent a phase
change of nearly 180 deg corresponding to helical modes, whereas
the mode at St D 0:58 remained close to zero phase angle across
the combustor, indicativeof an axisymmetricmode. Control did not
change the phasebehaviorof the axisymmetricmode but shifted the
helical mode phase change closer to 180 deg, corresponding to the
strengtheningof this mode.

The variation of the radial cross-correlation amplitude and co-
herence (Figs. 10 and 11, respectively) re� ected the effect of the

Fig. 10 Amplitude of radial OH cross correlations, without and with
control.

Fig. 11 Coherence of radial OH cross correlations, without and with
control.

pressure controller on the combustion structure. The amplitude of
the low-frequencyaxisymmetriccross correlationwas signi� cantly
lowered, and the coherencefunctionwas reducedfrom one to nearly
0.6. Both indicate the weakening of the axisymmetric � ame struc-
ture by the controller. At the same time the helical structures at
St D 1:16 showed increased amplitude and coherence. This behav-
ior corresponds to the destabilization of the helical mode by the
proportional controller. Because the variation in OH intensity of
the helical structures is mostly concentrated in the circumferential
shear-layer13 and its level near the combustor center is very low,
both the cross-correlationamplitude and coherence approach zero
in the center. In spite of the strengtheningof the helical heat-release
mode, it did not couple with any acoustic modes and thus did not
lead to high-amplitudecombustion instability.

Effect on CO and NOx Emissions

NOx and CO emissions were monitored in the entire range of
phase used for pressure oscillation control. The results, depicted in
Figs. 12 and 13, show a 20% reduction of the NOx and virtually no
effect on CO levels at the same phase shift range that yielded pres-
sure � uctuations stabilization.A maximum of nearly 10% increase
in NOx emissionswas observedat a phase shiftof 180 deg relative to
the optimal phase value. The concomitantNOx emissions reduction
and pressureoscillationssuppressionare both related to the reduced
coherence of the vortical structures. Thermoacoustic instability is
associated with periodic heat release, which occurs within vortices
producing high peak temperature.8;23 Control at the optimal phase
range between 0–60 deg decreases the vortical coherence and en-
hances the � ne-scalemixing, thus inhibitingpeaksof heat releaseas
indicated by the minimum in OH radiation and reduced coherence
at these phase angles.

During stable combustion, an increase in temperature results in
an increasein NOx and a decreasein CO formation and the opposite
behaviorwhen the temperature is decreased.Because both NOx and
CO emission levels depend exponentially on temperature,24 in un-
stable lean premixed combustion, � uctuations in heat-release (and
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Fig. 12 NOx emissions for various control phase angles.

Fig. 13 CO emissions for various control phase angles.

consequently � uctuations in temperature) can lead to an increase
in NOx and CO; the exponential dependency of NOx and CO for-
mation on temperature causes the average emissions to be higher
than the level at the operating point for steady-state conditions. By
stabilizing the combustion process, it was therefore possible to ob-
tain a concomitantdecrease in NOx with no signi� cant effect on CO
emission levels.

Conclusions
Proportional active combustion control using acoustic actuators

was applied to an experimental low-emission swirl-stabilizedcom-
bustor, in which the acoustic boundary conditionswere modi� ed to
obtain unstable operation points. The acoustic actuators modi� ed
the � ow� eld and thus affected the mixing process. In addition, it
caused modulations in the airstream, thus affecting the equivalence
ratio with no concurrent effect on the fuel � ow rate. Two unstable
modes were investigatedin fully premixedcombustion:axisymmet-
ric (St D 0:58) and helical (St D 1:16). The axisymmetricmode was
excited at a Strouhal-numberrange within the observed most unsta-
ble mode (preferredmode) of a round jet.3 The scaling of the insta-
bility frequency with the burner exit velocity would suggest linear
variation of this frequency with temperature, whereas the acoustic
frequency would vary with the square root of the temperature.This
different dependency on temperature can explain the variation of
the instabilityamplitudewith power and equivalenceratio observed
in this investigation. However, because of the broadband charac-
ter of � ow instabilities this detuning does not prevent the � ow and
acoustic modes from staying aligned provided that the changes in
operating conditions are not excessive.

The combustion structure associated with the different unstable
modes was visualized by phase-locked images of OH chemilumi-
nescence.The axisymmetricmode showed largevariationof heat re-
lease during a period of oscillation,while the helical modes showed
azimuthal variations of maximal heat release.

A proportional closed-loop active control system was employed
to suppressthe thermoacousticpressureoscillationswhilemaintain-
ing low NOx and CO emissions.Suppression levels of over 12 dB in

the pressure oscillations and a concomitant 20% reduction of NOx

without affectingCO emissionswere obtainedusinga relativelylow
acoustic power of 0.002% of the combustion power in an air excess
ratio range of 0:98< ¸=¸n < 1:17. The proportional controller was
shown to have superior performance to that of the PLPS controller
thatyieldeda maximumreductionof 4 dB at the same level of acous-
tic power. The improved performance is caused by the utilization
of the time-shifted original signal to drive the actuator rather than
a phase-shifted pure sine wave representing the major component
of the instability. The advantage of the proportional controller over
the PLPS controller is in the fact that the input signal is based on
the instability signal itself. Thus, the spectral energy distributionas
well as the phase information represents the physical behavior of
the system at all time. In other words, the original signal contains
spectral information that is necessary to achieve full suppression
when the instability cannot be characterized solely by a single fre-
quency. The PLPS controller uses an arti� cially generated signal
at a � xed frequency, which represents the average most energetic
mode but whose frequency distribution, amplitude, and phase are
not following accurately the real signal as conditions of the com-
bustion process vary. The proportional controller can thus follow
continuously the variable instability and react to small variations
in frequency and phase, modifying the control signal accordingly.
Also, as the amplitude of the instability is reduced by the controller
the control signal is reduced proportionally, and it does not cause
further destabilizationof the combustion by continuing to drive the
actuator at a large amplitude even after suppression is achieved, as
the PLPS controller does.

The optimal forcing level was determined by varying the gain of
the time-delay unit increasing the amplitude of the actuator driving
signal. The reduction of pressure oscillations was directly propor-
tional to the forcing level in the range of parameters studied.

At the optimal control conditions it was shown that the major ef-
fect of the control system was to reduce the coherenceof the vortical
structures that gave rise to the axisymmetric thermoacoustic insta-
bility.OH chemiluminescencemeasurementsshowed that while the
axisymmetricstructureswere suppresseda higher-frequencyhelical
instability was ampli� ed. This instability, however, did not couple
with the combustor acoustic modes and did not excite helical com-
bustion instability.

In addition to decoupling the combustion process from the � ow
instability,the temperaturebecamemoreuniform,andNOx-forming
high-temperaturezoneswithinvorticeswere eliminatedwhilemain-
taining low CO production.
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